Writing Prompt

Role:  Scientist

Audience: Peers and Students

Format: Letter to the Editor

Topic: Indonesia Tsunami
Strong Verbs:  Compare and Contrast
Writing Prompt:  You are a geologist who has been studying the devastating earthquake and tsunami that hit Indonesia in 2004.  You and your colleague, who is a political scientist, have decided to write this letter to the editor addressing Indonesia’s recovery efforts in the past 10 years since the quake. You are writing this letter in regards to the earthquake itself, the warning systems in place, the relief efforts, economy, and how the people and the culture of Indonesia was affected by this earthquake.

On December 23, 2018, nearly 14 years after the devastating tsunami struck Indonesia, another tsunami hit Indonesia again.  Using the information you collected about the first tsunami, compare and contrast this tsunami to the one in 2004 in your letter.

As the prompt indicates, you may write this letter with another person.  You may each take on roles of either Geologist or Political Scientist.  Your letter should be combined into one letter. This letter will be due Friday, February 1, 2019. You must type the letter and cite your sources.  Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thoughts/Suggestions:

-Is Indonesia considered a 3rd world country?  What does that mean to you?
-What is the culture of Indonesia?  Do the people have support from their government?

-Do you think more could have been done to prevent the number of deaths in both instances?  You should address the impact these tsunamis had as a whole on the entire country.

-Some celebrities have donated their own monies to help in the relief efforts, as well as numerous efforts from the American Red Cross.  Do you think more help should be sent by governments or private citizens or corporations?

-Is Indonesia in the Ring of Fire? How high is the likelihood that Indonesia will be struck by another tsunami? 

Notes: 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Haiti-earthquake-of-2010
Date the earthquake struck: January 12, 2010

Magnitude: 7.0, followed by two aftershocks at magnitudes 5.9 and 5.0 respectively. 

Days later: Another aftershock on January 20, 2010 registered at a 5.9.

History: Haiti had not been hit by an earthquake of such magnitude since the 18th century, the closest in force being a 1984 shock of a magnitude 6.9.  Interestingly an earthquake with a magnitude of 8.0 struck the Dominican Republic in 1946.

The earthquake occurred deep within the Leogane fault, under the city of Leogane. The Enriquillo-Plantain Garden

